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the classroom because the persistence of a ‘culture of silence’ will be detrimental to the long-term 
process of reconciliation and peace building. Other scholars are more sceptical of the need, 
usefulness and feasibility of addressing a country’s violent history in schools, in particular in the 
immediate post-conflict era. Moreover, many questions remain regarding the role of education in 
fostering peace and reconciliation in post-conflict and/or ethnically and religiously divided 
countries. 
 
Given the fact that most post-conflict societies shy away from addressing their country’s violent 
history and divisions in the formal educational system, it is extremely important to also investigate 
and study how and what kind of knowledge about past conflicts and violence is being 
communicated and transferred to future generations in non-school contexts and through more 
informal institutions and channels, including family, friends, social media and religious networks. 
Little is known about the complexities, dynamics and impact of this type of knowledge transfer in 
Indonesia as well as in other post-conflict and/or divided societies more generally.  
 
Focus of this Call for Papers 
 
The current “Call for Papers” invites abstracts from Indonesian scholars concerning the broad 
subject of “Education, Conflict Histories and Social Cohesion-Building in Indonesia”. We welcome 
both quantitative and qualitative papers, as well as papers which take different disciplinary 
approaches, including sociological, historical, political, anthropological or any other relevant 
disciplinary approach. We particularly welcome proposals which deal with the following issues: 
 

 The role of education in fostering and/or continuing conflict and division in Indonesia 

 The role of education in building and fostering peace, ethnic and religious tolerance and 
inter-group understanding in Indonesia 

 Obstacles and challenges in dealing with the past in Indonesia’s school system 

 Transmission of knowledge about past conflicts and violence outside of the school system 
(e.g. social media, family, friends, mosques/churches, etc.) 

 Inter-generational transmission of conflict histories in Indonesia 

 Peace education initiatives in Indonesia 

 Civic education as a way of building social cohesion in Indonesia 
 
Scholars can submit a paper proposal by sending their CV and an abstract of 500-600 words no 
later than 15 August to arnim.langer@kuleuven.be . The proposals will have to be submitted in 
English and should clearly explain the research question the paper aims to address as well as the 
methodology and data that will be used to address this question. Candidates will be notified on 18 
August whether their proposal has been accepted. Successful candidates will be invited to a 
conference which will be held in February 2019 in Yogyakarta and will be given an honorarium of 
€500 upon the successful completion of their paper. We aim to publish a selection of the papers as 
an edited volume with an international publisher.  
  
For more information regarding this call, please contact: 
 
Prof. Arnim Langer 
CRPD Director, KU Leuven & Humboldt Fellow, Heidelberg University  
Email: arnim.langer@kuleuven.be 


